
 

MOSCOW BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

                                                DECEMBER 5, 2022 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

A meeting of the Moscow Borough Council was held on December 5, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the Moscow 
Borough Building, 123 VanBrunt Street, Moscow, PA.   

 
Opening of Meeting:   
 
Arthur Pencek, Council President, called the December 5, 2022 meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and also 
stated that meeting is being recorded.  

 
The following Council members were either present or absent: 

 
Rosemarie Warner (Mayor)     Present           Joseph Castrogiovanni     Present 
Arthur Pencek (President)   Present           Dennis Cawley      Present 
Edward Gaughan (Vice-President)    Absent           Marc Gaughan               Present  
Paula Bechaver               Absent           William Heim     Present 
 
Also present were Amy Carlson (Administrative Assistant), Conor Mann (Junior Council) Ivy Brenzel 

(Police Chief), George Parker (Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer) Shawn Young (Fire Chief), Colin 
Young (Moscow Volunteer Fire & Hose Company) PA State Representative Kyle Donahue, James 
Kanavy (Moscow Borough Sewer Authority) Bill Gaughan, Leo Woelkers 
 
Moscow Borough Sewer Authority:  
 

James Kanavy, President of the Moscow Borough Sewer Authority presented the 2023 Moscow 

Borough Sewer Authority proposed budget for adoption. Motion made by William Heim to accept the 
2023 Budget for the Moscow Borough Sewer Authority. Motion seconded by Joseph Castrogiovanni. 
The motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Leo Woelkers has agreed to take the vacant open seat on the Moscow Borough Sewer Authority. 
Motion made by Marc Gaughan to accept Leo Woelkers as the new member of the Moscow Borough 

Sewer Authority. Motion seconded by William Heim. The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Letter dated November 9, 2022 from the Lackawanna County Conservation District regarding NPDES 
permit Application No. PAD 35 0035 – Incompleteness Letter informational piece was reviewed. Sewer 
authority will have to resubmit. 
 
North Pocono Council of Governments: 

 
Mary Liz Donato, Planning Department Manager Lackawanna County Dept of Planning & Economic 
Development was scheduled to make a presentation on Regional Planning but cancelled due to illness. 

Mary Liz has rescheduled the presentation for Tuesday January 3, 2023 at the next Moscow Borough 
Council Meeting. 
 

Approval of Minutes:   
 
The regular monthly council meeting was held on November 5, 2022. Minutes were submitted for 
review and approval.  Motion was made by Joseph Castrogiovanni to accept minutes as written. 
Motion seconded by Marc Gaughan. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 



 

 
Junior Council: 
 

Mayor Rosemarie Warner thanked Conor Mann and Jason Castrogiovanni for their assistance and help 
on Thursday December 1, 2022, at the Christmas Tree Lighting Event. 
 
Moscow Volunteer Fire & Hose Company:  
 
Fire Chief Shawn Young stated that there were 9 Fire Related Calls and 72 EMS related calls.  
 

At the end of December, the fire funding mail drive will be going out to Moscow Borough residents. 
 
Marc Gaughan asked Chief Shawn Young how many of the EMS funding mail drive will be sent out. 
Chief Young stated that the Fire Fund Drive only goes to Moscow Borough residents. The EMS Fund 
Drive is mailed out to Moscow Borough, Roaring Brook Township, Elmhurst Township and Springbrook 
Township. Madison Township residents now contribute to Covington Township based on the decision 

made by Madison Township Supervisors. Marc stated that this is something that needs to be looked at 
in a broader perspective in the regionalization in which there needs to be a centralized Fire and 
Rescue. 
 
Request of hiring of Shamus Lunney for EMT position and Andrew Schultz for EMT/Driver position at 
$14.50 per hour. Motion made by William Heim to hire for the positions referred to. Motion seconded 
by Dennis Cawley. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Commonwealth Health EMS did pull their EMT. The week of November 24, 2022 was their last week of 
services. Chief looking for Council’s opinion to hire full time personnel to replace the Commonwealth 
Health EMT. Art Pencek stated that the Borough cannot hire a full-time ambulance company right at 
the moment. Chief Young stated that they would be requesting the Borough to support the medical 
benefits. Art Pencek stated that there was no money in the 2023 budget but can address again in the 
next fiscal year.  

 
Chief Shawn Young stated they are actively looking for volunteers for the Moscow Volunteer Fire 

Company. 
 
Chief Shawn Young stated he will be stepping down as Chief of the Moscow Volunteer Fire & Hose 
Company. He stated that he will be replaced by Colin Young. 

 
PA State Representative (113 District) Kyle Donahue: 
 
PA State Representative Kyle Donahue was in attendance and stated that he is here to represent 
everyone in the 113th District equally. If anyone needs anything to he stated to please reach out to 
him. He expressed his thanks for the use of the office which is located in the Moscow Borough 
Building. He is still waiting on staffing approval from Harrisburg. He stated that in the month of 

December they should be up and running and once the new sessions start in January 2023 they 
should be staffed and full speed ahead. 
 
Expressed one of his top priorities is regionalization and how the state will incentivize the 

regionalization. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

 
Transfer of monies as presented and read. Motion to approve the transfers was made by Marc 
Gaughan. Motion seconded by William Heim. The motion carried unanimously with a roll call vote. 
 
Elizabeth Murray submitted the Treasurer's Report for the month of November 2022 and lists of bills 
to be paid from the general fund and liquid fuels fund. William Heim made a motion to accept the 

Treasurer's Report as reported and to pay the bills as presented. Joseph Castrogiovanni seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously with a roll call vote. 



 

Marc Gaughan asked as to when the Peoples Security Bank & Trust Co. Consolidation Loan will be paid 
off. Joseph Castrogiovanni responded that we accelerated the payments on the loan and double them 
per month as the loan was taken out for 10 years. The Borough is currently at the end of the second 

year of double payments.  
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  
 
The Real Estate Tax Collector's Report was provided for the month of November 2022.  
 
Resolution #295-2022 regarding Local Tax Collection Law - Effect of Failure to Receive Tax Notice  

F or review. William Heim made a motion to waive reading the entire resolution aloud. Joseph 
Castrogiovanni seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion made by William Heim to accept Resolution #295-2022 to implement Act 157 of 2022 Property 
Tax Penalty Waiver Provision. Motion was seconded by Marc Gaughan. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Request made by Connie Sanko, Real Estate Tax Collector to purchase a lockbox to accept real estate 
tax payments. The lockbox would be located at the Moscow Borough Building Office to be used solely 
for the purpose of individuals dropping off payments of real estate taxes. The real estate tax collector 
will be the only individual to be able to open the lockbox. Marc Gaughan made a motion to allow the 
lockbox to be purchased and kept at the Borough building. Dennis Cawley seconded the motion. After 
the motion was made William Heim requested that this be tabled until January 2023 council meeting 

due to some concerns needed to be addressed before going forward with the purchase. Marc Gaughan 
withdrew the motion. Request has been tabled. 
 
Engineer Report 
 
Marc Gaughan stated that he will be meeting in December with the Borough’s engineers Greenman-
Pedersen Inc. for the 2023 Street Project which will be the 200 block of Maple Street drainage and 

curbing. Marc expressed at this point there will be no paving simply because of the cost.  
 

Art Pencek brought up the topic of Regional Stormwater Management. Incoming State Representative 
Kyle Donahue stated would potentially be with the city of Scranton, Dunmore, Moosic, Taylor, Old 
Forge, Dickson City, South Abington & Clarks Summit. He does not think it has to be continuous. He 
asked if Moscow Borough has an MS4 permit. Art Pencek stated we do not have an MS4 permit we use 

Lackawanna County’s. Kyle stated the city of Scranton approached the County to undertake a Regional 
Stormwater Authority and on a county level but the county denied that request. This is why Scranton 
took the lead to get some of these municipalities together. Any municipality can join at any time it’s 
just a matter of matching up the MS4 permits. The overall goal would be one MS4 permit for all the 
participants for all the municipalities. 
 
Administrative Assistant: 

 
Discussion of using Computer Visionaries for computer, email and website services. William Heim 
stated he was satisfied with the information he had reviewed on other Computer Visionaries produced 
websites. The cost for this combination of services is currently built into the budget. Request was 

made that this be tabled until next meeting due to adjustments needed to be made to the original 
quote based on council’s discussion at the meeting.  
 

November 2022 newsletter from North Pocono Public Library presented for review. 
 

November 2022 newsletter from Lackawanna County & Wyoming Valley Railway Historical Society, 
Inc. presented for review. 

 
December 2022 newsletter from Lackawanna County & Wyoming Valley Railway Historical Society, 

Inc. presented for review. 
 



Grant writer topic was brought up for discussion. Council agreed to have Amy Carlson contact Louis 

LaFratte, P.E. LaFratte Engineering, Inc. to attend a council meeting to make a presentation to council 
on using his service for larger more complex grants. He currently has written many grants over the 
last twenty (20) years for Olyphant Borough, Spring Brook Township, Clifton Township, Madison 

Township and Elmhurst Township. The grants he has secured are Local Share Account Grants (LSA), 
Department of Conservation & Natural Resources (DCNR) recreation grants, DCED Multimodal Grants, 
PennDOT Multimodal Grants, DCED Small Water and Sewer Grants, and a multitude of Lackawanna 
County grants.  
 
Motion made by William Heim to authorize Amy Carlson to take webinar course offered at Penn State 
University, Basic Grant Writing. Joseph Castrogiovanni seconded the motion.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 
 
All submissions for refund of LSA Payment Request have been received and approved. Grant is fully 
disbursed and File is now closed. (Contract C000076612, McAndrews Road) Check #0002098667 
dated November 17, 2022 for $8016.00 for the refund was received and deposited into the general 
fund. 

 
Police Department:   

 
Chief Brenzel gave the monthly report for the month of November 2022.  
 
There were 123 911 calls and 119 cleared calls.  
 

The 2009 Dodge Charge Police vehicle that was run into by a deer and damaged during patrol by Sgt. 
Martin Cieless on November 11, 2022 has been repaired. 
 
A letter was received from Montgomery Township Police to Chief Ivy L. Brenzel regarding   
help provided by Officer DeJesus in Moscow PD Case Numbers 22-1215 & 1220 November 2022. 
 
Mayor’s Report: 

 
Mayor Rosemarie Warner reported on the following:  

 
After a two-year hiatus the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Event took place on Thursday December 1, 
2022 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at Rotary Park. She thanked all that helped make it a success including 
the Moscow Borough Police Department, DPW Department the business office and junior council. She 

also thanked Connie Sanko & Marc Gaughan for coming early to help with the setup and St Catherine’s 
Youth Group and Musical Dreams Studios for their participation, A big thanks to Rose Gazelle for 
donating the stuffed animals for the children.  
 
Discussion on Griffin Pond Animal Shelter for Junior Council to think of events for donation drives 
throughout the year in addition to donations from National Night Out.  
 

Zoning Officer:   
 
George Parker, PE submitted Monthly Report for the month of November 2022.  
 

Reiterated that Jim Kelley, PE of Barry Assoc, consultant to Pocono Management want to post pone 
their hearing.  
 

Joseph Castrogiovanni brought to attention that there is yellow caution tape on Parkview Road in an 
empty lot that started clearing the area. George to check on the situation at hand. 
 
George stated he has another new contact for the Dollar General to follow up with management on the 
condition of the outside of the store. 
 

 



Art Pencek asked Solicitor Bruce Zero if there is anything the Borough can do regarding the interior of 

the Dollar General in regards to safety conditions. He replied no. If there are concerns of a fire hazard 
that is a different situation. Bruce advised George to have his contact provide him with an email and 
address that he can formally make complaint to not only for a fire hazard but a community concern. If 

she does not comply with that request George will discuss with Bruce on what the next step would be.  
 
Planning Commission:   
 
Marc Gaughan, Secretary, Planning Commission presented updates on the following: 
 
Inspecting start of reconstruction of DiMatteo parcel at Jct. Sunrise and Old Logger Road. Chris 

DeMatteo who owns property, his son Lou DiMatteo came in with equipment and partially reopened 
the swale doing earthwork. George stated that they put down some fabric material to maintain the 
sediment control somewhat. Needs to see if it should be a little deeper.  Swale is to be reconstructed 
to the original development dimensions and the driveway removed.  Solicitor Brice Zero asked if 
anyone has spoken to Chris to see if this can be done. If not, the borough has the right to do it 
themselves.  

 
Marc Gaughan brought up topic for discussion of property next to Leo Woelker’s property on Sunrise 
and Old Logger Road, contractor waste being left there. Solicitor Bruce Zero advised George to contact 
Chris DiMatteo to have that situation corrected. It is a residential lot and it is not a commercial area.  
 
Resident Leo Woelkers also expressed concern of Lou DiMatteo disposal of other grass waste on the 
property next to his home on the Jct. Sunrise and Old Logger Road. George will address that concern 

in his conversation with Mr. DiMatteo and report back to both Planning Commission and Council. 
 
Letter dated November 29, 2022 from Barry Gabello regarding his resignation from the Moscow 
Borough Planning Commission effective November 29, 2022. Motion made by William Heim to accept 
Barry Gabello’s resignation with regrets from the Moscow Borough Planning Commission effective 
November 29, 2022. Marc Gaughan seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 

Letter dated December 1, 2022 from Mark Mecca, Moscow Borough DPW Supervisor, regarding his 
resignation of Driveway Inspector and his authority to issue permits effective January 1, 2023. Motion 

made by Marc Gaughan to accept Mark Mecca’s resignation as Driveway Inspector and his authority to 
issue permits effective January 1, 2023. Joseph Castrogiovanni seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 

Municipal Building:  
 
Dennis Cawley reported on the following: 
 
Robert Bochicchio, P.E. DBIA of Greenman-Pedersen, Inc with the bid recommendation letter for the 
generator has been signed by Gene Metchulat Electrical Contractors and filed in the business office 
until construction is to begin. Dennis stated this will take at least a year since generators are on 

backorder. Lynn Torrick, of Greenman-Pedersen, Inc would like to a Pre-Construction Meeting for the 
Generator Project. 
 

Dennis stated he will be following up with Sean Riley, Territory Manager, AED Brands on the status of 

the defibrillators since they were ordered back in September 2022.  

 
Art Pencek passed along information that Plociniak Fuel Oil has now hired a technician to service boilers 
and things related. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Financial Report:   
 
Art Pencek read the second reading of the 2023 Moscow Borough Proposed Budget and the proposed 

Tax Levy Ordinance #269-2022 for the second time. William Heim made a motion to accept second 
reading of the 2023 Moscow Borough Proposed Budget and the proposed Tax Levy Ordinance #269-
2022 as read. Dennis Cawley seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with a roll call 
vote. William Heim thanked Amy Carlson for preparing the Moscow Borough budget for the first time 
in her new position in which adaption is moving right along and is also in good hands. Mayor 
Rosemarie Warner also expressed her thanks. 
 

A motion was made by William Heim to dispense reading the second reading of proposed Ordinance 
#270-2022 Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System-Police department contributions. Marc 
Gaughan seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
A motion was made by Marc Gaughan to accept the proposed Ordinance #270-2022 Pennsylvania 
Municipal Retirement System-Police department contributions. Dennis Cawley seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously with a roll call vote. 
 
A deposit receipt dated November 04, 2022 from Edward Jones for $84,877.89 which are the 
two certificates of deposits that matured in October 2022 and cashed from Peoples Security 
Bank and Trust Co. Informational piece submitted for review. 
 
A letter dated November 10, 2022 from Brian Goldsack of Edward Jones regarding Certificate of 

deposit for $42,000 at an interest rate of 4.6% with a maturity date of November 10, 2023. 
Informational piece submitted for review. 
 
A letter dated November 16, 2022 from Brian Goldsack of Edward Jones regarding Certificate of 
deposit for $43,000 at an interest rate of 4.65% with a maturity date of November 16, 2023. 
Informational piece submitted for review. 
 

Motion was made by Joseph Castrogiovanni regarding an email dated December 5, 2022 from 
Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System regarding the REVISED 2023 MMO Worksheet | 35-078-3 

N - Moscow Borough to pay the adjusted amount. William Heim seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously with a roll call vote. 
 

 

Adjournment:  
 
Motion was made by William Heim to adjourn the meeting. Seconded Joseph Castrogiovanni. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Minutes submitted by Amy Carlson 


